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Argumentative essay on college education and success 

Most societies encourage students to acquire college education to increase their chance at being successful in life. Arguably, college education has several benefits, which include developing better critical thinking skills, increased job opportunities and networking opportunities (Ashford University 1). Additionally, college education helps to raise the self-esteem of those who have degrees and helps them to fit into a certain social class in society. However, despite these benefits, college education does not guarantee financial success for those who go through the entire process. The success of notable entrepreneurs including Bill Gates and Mark Zuckerberg who did not finish their college education dispels the myth that it is the only sure way to success. The success of these two individuals shows that although college education might be crucial to prepare one for employment, even those who do not have college degrees can still be successful. 

One of the major benefits of getting college education is the increased access to job opportunities. Indeed, most employers today set minimum education requirements for the recruitment process of new employees into their organizations. Although the number of college degree holders has risen over the years, having a distinguished degree with a high GPA could enhance the chances of one getting recruited by their preferred organization (Ashford University 1). Most of the well-paying organizations head hunt for students who score highly in college and award them with competitive positions in their organizations. For this reason, a college degree acts as a stepping stone for recruitment and career advancement in the competitive work environment. Likewise, going to college provides a great opportunity for students to grow their networks, which will come in handy when building their social life.

Despite the financial and social benefits of going to college, the success of Bill Gates, who is amongst the richest people on the globe shows how can achieve significant success without acquiring a college degree. Gates dropped out of one of the most prestigious institutions to pursue his passion and developed Microsoft, which has risen to the top of the most successful companies (Berke, 1). The success of Microsoft has elevated Bill Gates position in the global society due to his financial and social success. Microsoft does not only employ thousands of employees but Gates is also involved in numerous social responsibility programs to eradicate poverty and improve the lives of the impoverished people in the third world nations (Berke, 1). Likewise, Mark Zuckerberg, a college dropout, built one of the most popular social media channels today and became one of the youngest billionaires globally (Vega 1). The success of these two shows that college education is not a must to gain financial success nor have the critical thinking capacity to help the needy.  

Another argument against the importance of college in achieving success lies in the high unemployment rate in some nations. In most of the cases, there are limited employment opportunities and a significant percentage of those who gain employment have to contend with poor wages and salaries (Ross 1). One of the major factors that limit the significance of college education in achieving success in such cases is attributable to education, which only prepares students for employment instead of building their entrepreneurial skills. In conclusion, although college education is useful in building crucial thinking skills and preparing students for the numerous job opportunities that require standard educational requirements, it is not the only way to achieve success. Instead, students should be encouraged to pursue their passion and if possible use their creative ability to develop new products and services which meet market needs. An entrepreneurial mind and not necessarily college education would open up more opportunities for both financial and social success. 
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